MR.    SMEETH    IS   REASSURED	97
can't be bothered with it. He's coming in here as a sort
of genera] manager, working on a jolly good commission,
You'll have to know all about that, of course, because of
the books. It's a hefty commission all right, but then
he's bringing all the business really, and he'll be respon-
sible for getting the wood over and all that side of it.
And the two of us will be working together, running-
things here. I'll go out a good deal myself for the next
few months, and we'll have to get some fellow-some-
body young and keen—to take Goath's place."
"You won't be cutting down the office staff then?"
said Mr. Smeeth, greatly relieved.
"Cutting it down! Well have to jolly well increase-
it, and quickly too. That far sample room will have ta
be cleared out and tidied up this week, we shall want
that. You'd better get another typist to help Miss Mat-
field—a young girl will do-as soon as possible. This-
next week or two, Smeeth/' arid here Mr. Dersingham
sprang up and clenched his fists, just as if he had never
ieen a decent public school, "we've got to drive it hard,
go all out, and I'm depending on you for the office side
of it. You people have got to stand behind me in this.
It's a great chance for all of us, and, of course, a
tremendous stroke of luck, Golspie's coming here. He's
going all out himself on this—he's that sort of chap, very
keen and all that—and we've got to keep pace."
"You can count on me doing my best, Mr. Dersing-
ham/' Mr. Smeeth assured him fervently. "There's one
or two things I'd like to know about, of course. F'r'in-
stance, what's his arrangement with these foreign people-
of his about payments?"
"He's going to talk to you about ttiat, Smeeth. We've;
only just touched on that, so far."
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